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Article Summary 
Journal entry # 1 November 17, 2020
 Aljazeera.com. 2020. Vietnam Flood Death Toll Rises As Storm Nangka Dumps More Rain. [online] Available at: <https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/12/vietnam-flood-death-toll-rises-as-storm-nangka-to-dump-more-rain> 
Summary: The number of fatalities resulting from floods increased to about 23, and there is heavy rainfall expected still as a result of the storms. According to the government reports, there are approximately 14 individuals with unknown whereabouts due to the flooding. Even though the water carried many people, the rescue team managed to save about 46,000 people. The floods washed about 109,000 homes while other basic infrastructures such as roads and bridges were heavily damaged. Additionally, a landslide that took place on Monday at a hydropower dam claimed 13 construction workers' lives. 
Reports by the weathermen indicate that water levels are surging, expanding rivers and drowning more residents in the area. However, the condition deteriorated when Tropical Storm Linfa occurred, bringing more rain and miseries in the area. Soldiers have been called to action to rescue victims buried by the landslide. Vietnam is susceptible to natural disasters such as floods and storms due to the nature of the coastline. 
Commentary:  The natural disasters occurring in Vietnam are claiming the lives of many people. The number of fatalities being affected by the storm and floods is surging daily. The frequency of floods and storms is adversely affecting people across Vietnam. The ever water levels are worrying since it could be a recipe for more troubling. Additionally, the rains are likely to result from the storms, which could catalyze the sorry state. Vietnam is habitually affected by flooding as a result of its long coastline. For instance, the storm that took place last year left at least 132 people dead, and thousands of others were left homeless. 
Journal entry # 2 November 17, 2020
Ahead of the US election, Europe eyes an ally in the climate change fight. (, 2020). Retrieved 13 December 2020, from https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/22/ahead-of-us-election-europe-eyes-an-ally-in-climate-change-fight 
Summary: The upcoming election in the United States are believed to be crucial in establishing the future of world climate action. Pundits debate that a triumph for Joe Biden can lead to better cooperation by minimizing gas emissions. However, if the incumbent president, Trump, is, it will ensure more havoc on the susceptible countries. The goal set by the Paris Pact of 2015 seems unrealistic as the amount of emissions continues to surge. Despite the hardships in reaching the objective, Trump was already against the agreement from the onset. However, under the new leadership by Biden, things are anticipated to change. For instance, he is aiming to use approximately $2 trillion to attain zero-emission. Reducing the number of emissions will make nations such as China with massive pollution join the war to suppress pollution. 
If the United States and China, which are the leading countries in terms of pollution, cooperate, the world will be making positive steps towards the Paris Agreement. China, for instance, is planning to stop emissions by 2060. However, it is yet to set up effective measures for the upcoming century. According to the United Nations, if the world will not have managed to control the emissions by 2030, it will be difficult to control climatic change. It is expected that Biden will rejoin the Paris Treaty as soon as he assumes office in January. However, if Trump continues for a second term, the emissions are expected to increase gradually. 
Commentary: The United States election outcome is generally decisive in the effort to suppress emissions and climatic change. For instance, many pundits have slammed Trump for the little efforts he put towards minimizing emissions. As a result, most people assume that if he extends his term through reelection, it will lead to more miseries. For instance, the objectives of the Paris Pact could not be attained as he already signed out.  On the contrary, Joe Biden is likely to help in the minimization of emissions. He, for instance, promised to rejoin the Paris Pact as soon as he is elected. His positivity in fighting global warming would help other leading nations, including China, to minimize their emission. Therefore, many pundits believe that the election results will significantly impact the future of Climate Change. 
Journal entry # 3. November 17, 2020
Sukri, A. (2020). Five questions about China's latest five-year plan. Retrieved 14 December 2020, from https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2020/10/30/five-questions-about-chinas-latest-five-year-plan 
Summary: China's five-year plan includes sustaining the quick economic rate by creating jobs and opportunities and safeguarding the environment. Besides, it aims at dominating the global economy. Generally, the initial Chinese plans have worked well. Aside from The Great Leap Forward that turned out to be dangerous, the other plans that have been rolled out have effectively attained their aim. 
As a result of the plans' workability and efficiency, China has drastically grown to be the second economic power after the United States. Its GDP had developed slowly from about $89.5 to approximately $10 262 in 2019. In the current five-year plan, China anticipates having approximately $14.9 GDP. The target shows an increase compared to $14.34 in the previous years. Secondly is the idea of double circulation. In this aspect, Beijing anticipates its future development to be on consumption, distribution of goods, and service and production. Thirdly, China is advocating for more technology by keeping innovation at the center of the modernization revolution. Therefore, technology is regarded as a key means of attaining the aim. Besides, China seeks to address the issue of pollution and inequality. For instance, it is aiming to bridge the widening difference between the rural and urban living levels. 
Commentary: Through the five plan projects, China seeks to address the issues of pollution through development. China aims at minimizing their emission, which is currently highest to a standardized amount. Besides pollution, China is anticipating to compete with the United States for the monopoly in trade, an aspect they back through Innovation and Technology. 
Journal entry # 4. November 17, 2020
 India's capital New Delhi suffers the most toxic air in a year. (, 2020). Retrieved 14 December 2020, from https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/11/5/indias-capital-new-delhi-suffers-most-toxic-air-in-a-year 
Summary: New Delhi is experiencing the most toxic air in a single year. Moreover, the spiking cases of Corona Virus are making it no longer safe to inhabit the City. Typically, the levels of toxicity are worse in October and November since it is the period when farmers are disposing of stubble through burning. Moreover, the amount of traffic fumes is normally high during the time. 
Commentary: New Delhi is currently surpassing the set safety levels by the WHO. The confirmed number of positive cases is anticipated to increase since toxicity levels are currently high. New measures should be set especially on reducing the fuel emitted by vehicles which is the biggest contributor to pollution.
Journal entry # 5. November 17, 2020
Delhi residents complain of breathlessness as air quality worsens. (, 2020). Retrieved 14 December 2020, from https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/11/10/delhi-residents-complain-of-breathlessness-as-air-quality-worsens 
Summary: The worsening like air being breathed has caused alarm among residents in Delhi. The situation was evidenced by people complaining about social media about breathlessness and sore throat. The symptoms have raised the alarm in the middle of increased numbers of Corona cases. The number of complaints had decreased due to the lockdown put as a containment measure for Corona. However, the same old problems seem to affect New Delhi again after the government lifted the measures. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Commentary: The sorry state of New Delhi is worrying amid the surging number of Corona cases. The air in Delhi has turned dangerous. To contain the air conditions in Delhi, proper decisions such as closing down the coal plants need to be put in place. The government should decide whether it intends to salvage the nation's economy or save the lives of people. If yes, then proper measures need to be put in place to ensure the use of coal and other hazardous substances is minimized.  
Journal entry # 6. November 17, 2020
Aljezeera. (2020, November 17). Global warming bigger threat than coronavirus: Red Cross. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/11/17/climate-change-bigger-threat-than-covid-red-cross
Summary: The 2020 article by Aljazeera dubbed Global Warming a Bigger Threat than Coronavirus: Red Cross sounds alarming. The article brushes over the dangers posed by the ever-increasing climate changes. The world responded to coronavirus very quickly across the globe. But according to the article, the same cannot be said regarding climate change. The paper shows the worrying trend through reports by agencies like the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent (IFRC) and the Red Cross. IFRC reported that climate change had affected more than 50 million lives across the globe. In the last year of 2019, the world was hit by more than 300 natural disasters attributed to climatic changes. So far, 24000 people have lost their lives in 2019 and more than 410,000 people over the past ten years.
But even as the world has made several efforts to mitigate against the effects of climatic changes, more is needed. According to Jagan Chapagain, the general secretary at IFRC, as opposed to the coronavirus, climate change lack a vaccine to cure it. The effects of climate change have been felt by counties all over the world. Though the pandemic has caused a huge economic burden, there is a need to invest more fund climatic changes.
Commentary: The world has been neglecting the dire need to protect natural habits for years, and now Mother Nature is responding.  However, the response of Mother Nature is causing losses of human lives, displacement, and destruction of property. Whether in America, Africa, Australia, or Asia, global warming leads to floods, forest fires, and sea-level rise (Verma, 2020). There is a need for the whole world to agree on combating climate change's negative impacts on posterity. 


Journal entry # 7. 2020, November 24
Université de Genève. (2020, November 24). COVID-19: Air quality influences the pandemic. ScienceDaily. Retrieved December 13, 2020, from www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/11/201124111313.htm
Summary: For many years, epidemiologists have always recognized that a high concentration of fine particles influenced influenza diseases' prevalence. In this respect, the article published by science daily draws upon findings conducted by a researcher from ETH Zurich and the University of Geneva. The team sought to establish the relationship between coronavirus's virulence and the high concentration of fine particulate matter. The high concentrations of fine particles were attributed to the air invasions coupled with fog or Saharan dust. 
Studies also proved that the insurgence of coronavirus in France and Italy in the spring of 2020 was partly caused by high levels of particles in the air. The same observation was also made in other places such as Ticino, where there were increased morbidity and mortalities.  A group of researchers from Switzerland indicated that the particulate matter that causes these issues is smaller than 2.5 micrometers. The fine particles can lead to inflammation of the cardiovascular, pulmonary, respiratory system, and blood thickening. 
Commentary: Although coronavirus infection could have been sparked by particulate air matter, there are still many factors to consider—issues of neglecting the WHO's guidelines have largely caused the spread of the virus. Corona Virus deaths will be kept in check if people decide to stay at home, wear a mask, and maintain the stipulated safe distance. 

Journal entry # 8. 2020, November 30
The University of California - San Francisco. (2020, November 30). Forest fires, cars, power plants join the list of risk factors for Alzheimer's disease: Airborne pollution implicated in amyloid plaques, UCSF-led study shows. ScienceDaily. Retrieved December 13, 2020, from www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/11/201130113536.htm
Summary: According to the article, recent study estimations shows that more 5.8 million American above the age of 65 may be suffering from Alzheimer's ailment.  That includes people that are situated in air polluted areas. The air pollution comes from sources such as forest fires, power plants, factories, and cars. Also, diseases can be accolated by the habit of smoking and the condition of diabetes. 
Air pollution in the study was determined by assessing the concentration of fine particulate matter of an estimated 2. Micrometers. These particles have been added as a risk factor to diseases such as amyloid plaques.   Air pollution has also been associated as a risk factor for several other conditions like Parkinson's disease and Dementia.  Also, air pollution has been shown to affect the IQ of offsprings while in the womb. 
Commentary: Air pollution is a major issue in the contemporary world. It is particularly a big issue in urban areas, especially in developing nations. In an out shell, air pollution can be said to be a large number of particulate matter floating in the air at such a point that they deteriorate human health. People need to switch to fewer pollutant things like electric cars and renewable energy sources (Holmberg & Erdemir, 2019). 


Journal entry # 10. November 17 20
Aljezeera. (2020, November 17). Australia's Great Barrier Reef' critical' due to climate change. Aljezeera.com. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/12/4/australias-great-barrier-reef-critical-due-to-climate-change
Summary: The article, Australia Great Barrier Reef' Critical due to climate change bu Aljazeera, presents very interesting climate change points in Australia. According to the piece, more than a third of the world's coral reefs are destroyed by rising sea temperatures.  Australia has the largest ecosystem of the coral reef ecosystem that is getting deteriorated.  A recent report by the International Union for Conservation of Nature highlighted that since the year 2016, corals' bleaching is negatively affecting animals' health in that ecosystem.  
The animals include fish, seabirds, and turtles.  Bleaching is defined as turning white of the coral reefs because of the destruction of algae destroyed by hotter sea waters. The cause of the issue is attributed to human activities such as fishing and the coastal lands' development. Further, the problem in places like Brazil and South Africa is attributed to the spread of wildfires and invasive species. 
Commentary: The barrier reefs form the natural habit of sea animals like fish and turtles.  Although it is hard to control climatic disasters like wildfires, the world still has methods available to reverse the issues. The government of Queensland has made good efforts in incentivizing communities to check what they release to the ocean. That is a good practice that other nations can emulate and add to conservative fishing methods. 
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